Proclamations Proc. 8306

Proclamation 8305 of October 10, 2008
Columbus Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Christopher Columbus’ bold voyage across the Atlantic changed the world
forever. On Columbus Day, we remember this Italian explorer’s courage in
traveling to the unknown and celebrate his landmark achievements and
lasting legacy.

History holds remarkable examples of heroism and adventure, and the jour-
ney of the navigator from Genoa in 1492 is one of history’s great stories
of daring and bravery. Columbus’ expedition became an epic of discovery
and opened up the New World for future generations. His journey will for-
ever stand as a testament to his intrepid spirit and persistence. Today, his
legacy of discovery and determination is an example for innovators and
dreamers as they pursue broader understanding and use their talents to
benefit humanity.

Columbus Day is also an opportunity to reaffirm the close ties between the
United States and Italy. Our two countries will continue to work together
to advance liberty, peace, and prosperity around the globe. Our Nation rec-
ognizes the many inspiring contributions made by Americans of Italian de-
scent. We also honor the dedication and sacrifice of Italian Americans who
are serving in our country’s Armed Forces. In commemoration of Colum-
bus’ journey, the Congress has requested (36 U.S.C. 107) that the President
proclaim the second Monday of October of each year as “Columbus Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim October 13, 2008, as Columbus Day. I call
upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag of the United States be
displayed on all public buildings on the appointed day in honor of Chris-
topher Columbus.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8306 of October 10, 2008
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we celebrate General Casimir Pulaski’s
selfless dedication to the cause of freedom during the American Revolu-
tion.
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In our Nation’s struggle for independence, brave individuals such as
Casimir Pulaski came to our shores and risked their lives to help bring lib-
erty to a new continent. General Pulaski fought first against Russian domi-
nation of his Polish homeland and later joined General George Washing-
ton’s Continental Army. Pulaski’s valor in battle and love of freedom
earned him the rank of Brigadier General and authority to organize an inde-
pendent corps of cavalry. Through his skilled leadership and cavalry tactics
he became known as the “Father of the American Cavalry.” During the
siege of Savannah, General Pulaski was mortally wounded, making the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our country and the cause of freedom.

General Pulaski’s life exemplifies the courage and determination of the
many Polish immigrants who have helped make the United States the
greatest Nation on Earth. On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we recognize
our time-honored friendship with Poland, and we are reminded of the great
price our forefathers paid so that we might live in liberty.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2008, as General
Pulaski Memorial Day. I urge Americans to commemorate this occasion
with appropriate activities and ceremonies honoring General Casimir Pu-
laski and all those who defend our freedom.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8307 of October 13, 2008

White Cane Safety Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Compassion is one of our Nation’s defining values, and we must work to
ensure that all Americans are able to participate fully in society. The white
cane allows many of our citizens who are blind or visually impaired to
enjoy increased mobility. On White Cane Safety Day, we celebrate the sym-
bolism of the white cane and highlight the importance of ensuring that in-
dividuals who are blind or visually impaired can live independently and
realize their full potential.

Through the New Freedom Initiative, my Administration has put into ac-
tion our strong commitment to helping more individuals with disabilities
participate in all aspects of life. Since 2001, this initiative has built on the
progress of the Americans with Disabilities Act and helped create greater
access to schools, the workplace, and community life. These efforts are
helping to remove barriers and enabling more Americans to live with great-
er dignity and freedom.
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